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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1 and 3-10 are amended. 

Claims 11-17 are new. 

Support for all amended and new claims is found in original Claims 1-10. 
Upon entry of the amendment. Claims 1-17 will be active. 
No new matter is believed to have been added. 

Applicants thank Examiner Wu for the helpful and courteous discussion of July 28, 
2005, in which the Examiner indicated, subject to removing improper multiple dependencies 
from the claims, that all of the claims were allowable. 

Claims 4-8 have been amended to remove improper multiple dependencies. 
The double patenting rejections of Claims 1 and 10 over Claim 1 of U.S. 6.740.255 
and Claim 10 of U.S. 6,682,787; the 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) rejection of Claims 1-2 and 10 over 
U.S. 6,645,577 ; and the 35 U.S.C. 102(b) rejection of Claims 1-2 and 10 over U.S. 6.333.081 
are traversed because none of the above-cited references discloses a gel-fonning compound 
with polymerizable double bonds at both ends. Also, with respect to Claim 10. reference 
U.S. 6,645,577 describes only a non-polymerizable region instead of the polymerizable / 
polymerized and non-polymerized regions in the present claim. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request withdrawal of these rejections. 

The 35 U.S.C. 102 (e) rejection of Claims 1-2 under U.S. 6.610.216 is traversed 
because the cited reference does not possess a hydrogen bond donor and therefore, unlike the 
invention of Claims 1 -2, cannot be hydrogen bonded. Apphcants respectfully request 
withdrawal of this rejection. 
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Finally, the Examiner has asked that Applicants note where the terms denatured and 
non-denatured are described in the specification. Page 14, lines 6-15, of the specification 
contain descriptions of the above-referenced terms. 

Applicants submit that that the application is in condition for allowance and request 
early notification that all claims have passed to issue. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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